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WHAT ARE ADDITIONAL LEARNING NEEDS (ALN)?

• Children and young people who need extra support to learn were known as having special educational 

needs (SEN). 

• Sometimes they are known as having a learning disability or a learning difficulty.

• This can include problems with: 

▪ reading, writing and understanding 

▪ sight, hearing or speech 

▪ moving around 

▪ emotions or behaviour. 

• Special educational needs is not a good label. And the law for special educational needs is not clear.

• We want to stop saying special educational needs. We want to say additional learning needs (ALN) instead 

and include children and young people up to the age of 25.



ALN DEFINITION 

• Children and young people with additional learning needs: 

▪ have a difficulty or disability that means they need extra support, or 

▪ find it harder to learn than other children and young people the same age, or have a 

disability that means they cannot use the local school or college.

oThe saying additional learning needs will also be used for young people up to the age of 25. 

So a person with additional learning needs can be any age from 0 to 25. 

oBecause the new law will cover children and young people with ALN up to the age of 25, 

they will find it easier to move to college after school. They will carry on getting the same 

support at college as at school



A plan for each child and young person with ALN 

All children and young people with ALN will have a plan. This will be called an 

individual development plan (IDP).

• Individual development plan is the name for the new plan all children and 

young people with ALN will have. 

• At the moment children and young people might have a: 

▪ Statement, 

▪ or an Individual Education Plan, 

▪ or a Learning and Skills Plan. 



The local authority, school or college will write the plan. But everyone will be 

part of writing it. 

This means: 

▪ the child or young person 

▪ their family 

▪ staff from health who support the child or young person 

▪ staff from social services who support the child or young person 

▪ any other person who supports the child or young person.

Children, their parents or young people must be given a copy of the plan









Interventions at Victoria



THE IDP

The plan will be checked: 

▪ every 12 months or 

▪ when someone asks for it to be checked or 

▪ when anything changes for the child or young person. 

Local authorities can write and check the individual 

development plan at the same time as other plans are being 

written or checked



IDPs at Victoria 

From September 2021 Anyone new to ALN 

January 2022-July 2022 SA/SA+ for years Y1, Y3, Y5, Y7, and Y10 

No statements yet 

Nursery – 2 

Year 1 – 4

Year 3 – 3

Year 5 – 4

By July 2022, 13 IDPs will be completed

2022/23 – Current SA/SA+ Reception,  Y2,  Y4 will transfer over to IDPs



IDPs at Victoria 

From September 2022

Nursery – 2 new

Reception – 2 reviews

Year 1 – 5 new

Year 2 – 2 new

Year 3 – 0 

Year 4 – 3 reviews 1 new

Year 5 – 2 new

Year 6 – 4 reviews 2 new 

By July 2023 26 IDPs will be completed

2023/24 – Statements will transfer over to IDPs

















WEEK 

BEGINNING 

DATE CHILD TASK DATE 

COMPLETED 

3rd January DP 5DC Send letter 0

KH 5OW Send letter 0

10th January DP 5DC Send letter  4

13/1/22 CE NDH PCP meeting with parents 

KH 5OW Letter 2 and 3 

17th January CE NDH Issue Draft IDP – Letter 8

AO 5OW Send letter 0

24th January 25/1/22 DP 5DC PCP meeting with parents

MP 5DC Send letter 0

31st January CE NDH Issue Final IDP – Letter 9 

DP 5DC Issue Draft IDP – Letter 8

7th February KH 5OW Send Letter 4, 6 & 7 

14th

February 

DP 5DC Issue Final IDP – Letter 9

15/2/22 KH 5OW PCP meeting with parents

AO 5OW Send Letter 4, 6 & 7

BB 3N Send letter 0, 2 and 3

28th

February

4/3/22 AO 5OW PCP meeting with parents

MP 5DC Send Letter 4, 6 & 7

LP 3N Send letter 0

7th March 8/3/22 MP 5DC PCP meeting with parents


